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Introductions 
 Pleasure to be back at the n4a Aging Policy Briefing 

 Appreciate the partnership and support of n4a with the Elder Justice 
Coalition  

 Appreciate the many times I have gone to area agency conferences 
on elder abuse and see the great work—places like East Tennessee, 
Flagstaff, Miami, Ohio, and South Carolina 

  



Mission Critical! 
 Elder abuse prevention central to the mission of the aging network 

 I look forward to testifying before the House Appropriations Labor-
HHS-Education Subcommittee on April 26 for FY 19 funding for elder 
justice—and going to thank them for the substantial increases in 
funding for other OAA programs in FY 18, including supportive 
services 

 Today, I will focus on the good, the not so good and the bad on elder 
justice in DC 

  



The Good: Congress 
 Omnibus appropriations bill and the numbers 

◦ $12 million for the Elder Justice Initiative, additional $1 million for ombudsmen, $1.7 billion 
for Social Services Block Grant 

 Key was rejection of SSBG elimination 

 Passage of the Grassley-Blumenthal bill and early elements of implementation 
◦ Elder Abuse Prevention and Prosecution Act 

◦ Coordinators in DoJ, FTC  

 Elder Justice Caucus in House 

 Senate Aging Committee work 

 RAISE Family Caregivers Act passage 



The Good: Administration 
 Appointment of Lance Robertson 

 Continuation of Obama initiatives such as APS home in ACL and APS 
resource center 

 Ongoing work of the Elder Justice Coordinating Council 

 Work done by the Department of Justice to date—two examples 
◦ White Collar Crime Center 

◦ Elder Fraud Sweep 

 CDC: acknowledging elder abuse as a public health issue 
 

  

  



The Not So Good 
 Failure to date to get Elder Justice Act renewed and adequately 
funded 

 Failure to date to direct the billions in new funding for opioid 
crisis to address older adult issues, including elder abuse 

 Lack of clarity on how the funding increase under VOCA is 
helping elder abuse victims of crime 

 Lack of complete action on pending bills before adjournment 

 



The Bad 
 Trump budgets to date, especially the proposed elimination of the 
SSBG and Legal Services Corporation and also reductions in VOCA 

 Trump regulatory agenda to date:  
◦ Nursing home binding arbitration ban rollback 

◦ Fiduciary rule delays 

◦ Weak CMS responses to reports of abuse in assisted living facilities 

  



Goals Ahead 
 Build on and add to the good being done 

 Move not so good up to good 

 Push back on the bad—so far Congress has pushed back on SSBG 
funding and other similar proposals 



Conclusions 
 Continue to do your work locally but add your voice nationally—as 
advocates and as voters.  

 You have the credibility 

 Elder justice is only achieved when elder abuse is prevented 

 Apply gentle pressure everywhere, but don’t apply it occasionally—
apply it relentlessly! 

  


